
case study

An architect in West Yorkshire has achieved high levels of energy  
ef�ciency thanks to a heat recovery (MVHR) systems from ADM.

In a highly unusual refurbishment, the visionary champion of  
energy ef�ciency, who is a RIBA architect, carried out the work on his  
own property. 

�My practice focuses on offering clients a complete sustainable solution 
and so you could say I was practicing what I preach when I refurbished my 
own home,� said Richard Dawson, Architect and owner of the property.

His practice has been improving the energy ef�ciency of clients� homes 
for many years, and he has been a member of The Sustainable Building 
Association (AECB) since 1992.

The energy ef�ciency features designed in his property include integrated 
solar thermal panels, improved insulation, ultra low water use, along with 
an MVHR system from ADM.

�Visually the house looks just the same as it did before the refurbishment,� 
admitted Richard Dawson. �However, we are delighted with the results 
because it is what you can�t see that really matters. We are now saving 
around £1,500 a year on heating bills alone, which has been achieved 
through the MVHR system as well as upgrading insulation and �tting a 
new condensing boiler.�

Hidden depths of  
energy ef�ciency

Client:                  	 Richard Dawson, Architect

Project                ������� 	� Refurbishment of architect�s 
existing home

Ventilation:         	� Heat recovery ventilation  
system (MVHR)

Heating system:  �	� Gas and solar /  
thermal panels

Brief:                   �	� Richard Dawson is an 
architect that specialises in 
energy ef�ciency and was 
looking to reduce the carbon 
footprint of his own home.

Local conditions:	� The property is built into 
the hillside and therefore 
suffered from dampness, 
creating uninhabitable areas 
on the lower �oors of the 
house. 

Construction:      �	� Cavity wall construction, 
with brick outer leaf.

“We are now saving around 
£1,500 a year on heating  

bills alone,  
which has been achieved 
through the MVHR system  
as well as other upgrades.”
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